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November,  2009 

Dear Colleagues, 

This resource is intended for use by Grade 8 ELA teachers in the Portage la Prairie School 

Division. During the 2008-09 school year, a need for a document highlighting indigenous writing 

exemplars demonstrating levels of quality was identified. Grade group sessions were organized and they 

focussed on teaching and assessment practices with regard to the Middle Years Assessment of Grade 

8 English Language Arts Reading Comprehension and Expository Writing. Writing samples were 

collected from all schools in the division and cooperatively assessed by the grade 8 ELA teachers in an 

effort to provide consistency and understanding of the expectations across the division.  

This document was compiled in binder format so additional samples can be added by individual 

teachers and comment pages have been included so the teachers may make notes about the specific 

exemplars. The comment pages may be numbered with the page number of the sample with an ‘a’ 

beside it to help keep organized. Each sample has been digitized in order to share with students using 

interactive whiteboard technologies. The writing exemplars are assessed in the order the competencies 

are listed on the provincial reporting form. In addition, the provincial rubric can be found on page 4 and  

a sample of a student –friendly rubric has been included: feel free to revise it as needed. Finally, 

appendices have been added highlighting a list of several writing resources with room to include further 

entries, and a graphic organizer outlining writing instruction that makes sense.  

Good Luck! 
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SSttuuddeenntt--FFrriieennddllyy  RRuubbrriicc::  WWrriittiinngg  ttoo  GGiivvee  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  
Criteria/Skill Where Am I? 

I can write information 
pieces of writing for 

different types of 
audiences and reason 
(to describe, explain, 

persuade, give an 
opinion) 

 

 

I’m there! 

 

 

I’m Getting There! 

 

 

I’m Not There Yet? 

I can create, choose, 
and organize ideas to 
help the reader 
understand what I am 
saying in my piece of 
writing. 

 

My ideas are on topic 
and well built; the 
organization of my 
details supports the 
reader’s understanding 
of my essay. 

My ideas are OK and on 
topic; my overall 
organization is obvious; 
but I did not organize my 
supporting details well 
enough. 

My ideas are weak 
and/or off topic; my 
organization needs 
plenty of work (I need to 
put an opening, a body, 
and a conclusion into my 
essay)  

 I choose language 
(word choices and 
sentence patterns) to 
make an impact on the 
reader. 

 

 

My word choices and 
sentence patterns have a 
definite impact on the 
reader. They make the 
reader want to keep 
reading! 

My word choices and 
sentence patterns are 
OK, but I could make 
them more smooth and 
descriptive. 

My word choices and 
sentences patterns really 
need help!  I should get 
out a thesaurus and find 
some descriptive words, 
and talk to my teacher, 
parents, and friends 
about how to make my 
sentences smooth! 

I use conventions 
(spelling, grammar, 
and/or punctuation) 
and resources (spell-
checker, thesauruses, 
dictionaries) to edit 
and proofread to make 
my meaning clear. 

My spelling, grammar, 
and punctuation are 
awesome! I may have 
made some mistakes, but 
the reader still 
understands the message 
of my writing. 

My Bad! My spelling, 
grammar, and 
punctuation mistakes 
make it sort of difficult 
for the reader to read my 
essay, but they still 
understand the message. 

EEK! I made way too 
many spelling, grammar 
and punctuation errors. 
The reader does not 
understand the meaning 
of my essay. 

How Am I Going to Get There? Or Beyond! 
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Comments: 

Title of exemplar:  

What is done well? 

 

  

What needs improvement? 

 

 

 

Next steps? 

 

 

Page _________a 
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Not Meeting 

Not Meeting 

Not Meeting 
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Not Meeting 

Not Meeting 

Approaching 
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Approaching 

Not Meeting 

Not Meeting 
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Approaching 

Approaching 

Approaching 
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Meeting 

Approaching 

Approaching 
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Approaching 

Approaching 

Meeting 
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Approaching 

Meeting 

Approaching 
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Meeting 

Approaching 

Meeting 
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Meeting 

Meeting 

Approaching 
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Meeting 

Meeting 

Meeting 



41 

 

 



42 

 

 

 



43 

 

 

 



44 

 

 

 



45 

 

 

Exceeding 
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Helpful Resources 

Books: 

Culham, R. (2005). 6+1 traits of writing: The complete guide for the primary grades. New York: 

Scholastic. 

Culham, R. (2005). 6+1 traits of writing: The complete grade 3and up. York: Scholastic. 

 

 

Check out our wiki on WikiSpaces.com: 

Gr8readingandwriting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


